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books of the year 1540 are editions, in octavo, of
Cicero's De Offtciis and De Senectute.

The latest date found in any book of ByddelTs
printing is 1544, after which Edward Whitchurch is
lound at the ' Sun' in Fleet Street, whither he
moved after dissolving partnership with Richard
Grafton.

The early history of these two men has a special
interest, because of the part they played in printing
and publishing the English Bible.1

From the affidavit of Emmanuel Demetrius [i.e.
Van Meteren], discovered in 1884 at the Dutch
Church in Austin Friars,2 it seems clear that in 1535
Edward Whitchurch was working with Jacob van
Meteren at Antwerp in printing Coverdale's trans-
lation of the Bible.

Richard Grafton was the son of Nicholas Grafton
of Shrewsbury. The first record we have of him is
his apprenticeship to John Blage, a grocer of London,
in 1526. Admitted a freeman of the Company in
1534, he employed himself in furthering the project
of an English translation of the whole Bible. On
the I3th August 1537, Grafton sent to Archbishop
Cranmer a copy of the Bible printed abroad. The
text was a modification of Coverdale's translation

1 The chief authority on the subject is J. A. Kingdon's Incidents in
the Lives of Thomas Poyntz and Richard Grafton^ privately printed in
1895. See also Records of the English Bible, edited by A. W. Pollard,
1911.

a The Registers of the Dutch Church, Austin Friars > edited by
W. J. C. Moens (Introduction, pp. xiii.-xiv*).